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Short Responses 

 
Directions: Using short responses (5-8 sentences), answer the following questions 
using textual evidence from the story to support your reasoning. 
 

1. Analyze the story and infer why Frank Tashlin titled the story, The Bear That 
Wasn’t.  

2. Clarify what factors caused the bear to doubt his own identity. What 
evidence from the story supports your reasoning?  

3. Explain the relevance of all the characters in the story who influenced the 
bear. Why do you think these characters have the power to influence the bear? 
Use evidence from the text and graphics to support your reasoning.   

4. What is the author implying from this story and what is the central idea he is 
trying to convey? What can you infer?  

5. Evaluate how this text connects to society today. What are the similarities or 
differences to our society?  

6. Argue why it become harder and harder for the Bear to maintain his identity 
as he moved through the bureaucracy of the factory. 
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